Congregational Care    (Report to Church Council 6/11/07)
Our committee oversees the following areas of care for members of our congregation:

Volunteer Directory

· The volunteer directory consists of members names that are willing to perform certain tasks for other members in need, such as:  rides to church, errands, meals,  emergency child care, moving, light housework, reading and companionship.

· Every twelve to eighteen months we ask members to help us update our directory by giving us current information on an “opportunity sheet.” We then update our Directory.

· When a need arises and the pastors or others persons in the church become aware of it, the church office is contacted. Office staff and office volunteers are instructed to pass the information along to the person who has the Directory that month.  The names of the Congregational Care Committee who have the Directory and the Back-up Director are listed on the white board near the office door.

· The Volunteer Directory is annotated so that we know who has provided services.  In this way we hope to give more people a chance to serve, rather than calling the same person all the time.

· The person with the directory keeps a “journal” of calls they received and the services we helped provide.  This facilitates being sure persons are cared for when the Directory is passed from one person to another.

· We also have a comprehensive resource notebook of agencies in the local area that might be able to help in areas that we cannot.  Barbara Nay compiled this for us; a copy also resides in the office for anyone to use.

Visitation List
· A list of all the “at home” people is maintained (persons who cannot get to church).  They are contacted on a regular basis with cards and visits/flowers.  This list is updated at our monthly meetings.  Gerry DeKock maintains all the computer documents.

Card Ministry

· The card ministry is coordinated by Luella Henderson who volunteers in the church office weekly.  While at the church, she chooses appropriate cards and clips a note to each card telling what the person’s need might be (i.e. “surgery last week,” “death of a spouse,” 91st birthday”).  There are also cards sent as notes of cheer to three persons from our visitation list.  These are the names printed on the back of the bulletin as “Please pray for these members of our congregation.”   We rotate through our shut-in list continually.
Flower Ministry

· When there are flowers on the altar Sunday, these flowers are rearranged into three smaller arrangements on Monday.  They are then delivered to the three members being prayed for, listed on the back of the bulletin.  We also take a large print bulletin to show them they are being prayer for.  This assures that our home bound members are visited regularly and provides a vital link between them and the church.
· When there are no alter flowers, we cut roses from the church rose garden or from our own garden.  When this isn’t possible, we still visit and take the bulletin.

· Twice a year (Christmas and Easter) everyone on the list is taken a special arrangement.  At Christmas we make the arrangements and at Easter we try to see that enough flowers are ordered for the alter that we can take a plant to each home bound person.

· The flower ministry is coordinated by Kathleen Reistad.

Tape Ministry
· Corrine Butzin coordinates the tape ministry.  She is in charge of taping one of the services and getting tapes duplicated for anyone who has requested one.  She then sees that we have enough volunteers to distribute the tapes to the home-bound members.

Rides Ministry

· Courtney Ponder and Pat Sommer help provide rides to and from church for anyone who cannot transport themselves.  They coordinate with the Volunteer Directory to see who has volunteered to give rides.  They also scramble to find the right person(s) available for the right service.

Care Giver Support Group

· The newest offshoot of our ministry was begun by Vivian Rutledge who began a care givers support group that meets for a brown bag lunch once a month.  
Adopt a Saint

· There are some of our congregation who benefit from weekly visits and a few of them have been “adopted” by members of our committee and members of our congregation who are willing to make this commitment.  This may mean visiting, helping with shopping, or helping with other needs.

Recently we designed an ICE (In Case of Emergency) card that anyone can use to designate FUMC as a number to call in case the first choice is unavailable.  The cards are available at the Information Desk.  Maggie Rae did the computer design for these cards.

Our Committee has also, on occasion, hosted special educational events (“The Dos and Don’ts when visiting care facilities” and “Elder Care” to name a couple.)

At this time our committee members are:

Marie Benham, Corinne Butzin, Betty Castle, Gerry DeKock, Luella Henderson, Shirley Jones, Rose Kenneke, Ann Marek, Linda Miller, Nancy Osborne, Courtney Ponder, Maggie Rea, Kathleen Reistad, Pat Sommer, Hazel Summers, Doris Waring, Virginia Wilson, and Pat Smythe.

