 

Bishop Peter Weaver, President
Council of Bishops
United Methodist Church
 

Dear Bishop Weaver:
 

The enclosed sermon was delivered recently by the Reverend Paul Self-Price at three worship services at First United Methodist Church of Corvallis, Oregon. The sermon title "This Cannot Go On" is suggestive of its content. The Corvallis First United Methodist Church Council holds unanimously that the sermon speaks in a powerful way to two items of great importance to Methodists, and potential Methodists, wherever they may be.
 

One item is justice for Beth Stroud within the United Methodist Church. Clearly, she responded with her heart and her competence to the call for service in the United Methodist Church.
 

The second item pertains to the matter of relevance of United Methodism to all of God's children in their beautiful diversity. On what basis will any person, created by God, be denied a call to service within United Methodism? The leadership role of the United Methodist Church in contemporary society will be affected greatly by the answer given to this question.
 

We commend the Reverend Paul Self-Price's sermon to the Council of Bishops and the Judicial Council for their thoughtful and prayerful consideration.
 

Respectfully yours,
 

 

Shirley Peterson                                              Emery Castle
Lay Leader and Church Council Chair                Council Member and Long Range Planning Chair
 

cc: Judicial Council, United Methodist Church
                                                   
