Steering Committee
First United Methodist Church, Corvallis Meeting Minutes 
Recording 
Scribe…John Mergl
Facilitator…Shirley Peterson
November 12, 2007
Attendees: Lloyd Westcott, Del Shirley, Ken Hilton, Jim Fellers, Julie Monk, Courtney McHill, Dave Straub,  
Guests: Jane Arnold (Pastoral Counseling Center), Loerna Simpson (Active for Peace and Justice Group), Jim Somppi (Harvest Moon Dinner report)
Call to order: 1905
Reflection:   Discussion of the importance of encouragement for one another as we travel through difference experiences in life.

Opening Prayer: None
Review of Previous Meeting Minutes: Previous minutes were approved
Motions:
Motion: The First United Methodist church will support this year’s commitment to the Pastoral Counsel, and next year will commit to a sum of $2000.00, which is to be raised by “Special Collection”.
Author: Ken Hilton
Second: Del Shirley
Result: Motion carried 
Presentations, Discussions, Reports and Updates:
Presentations:

Pastoral Counseling Center: Jane Arnold
The church currently has raised $840.00 of our $1500.00 commitment from a “Special Collection” offering held in September. Jane asked how we could make up the balance, or if we were just going to give what was initially raised. This generated a motion from Ken Hilton to commit to this year’s obligation, (by means of a second collection) and commit to increasing our commitment to $2000.00. (Our church is one of seven churches committed to the Pastoral Counsel, and our current commitment is in the bottom half of the list for monies pledged.) After more discussion and possible contributions from members from a mailer appeal, Outreach has about $400.00 in their budget they will contribute to bring the contributions closer to the pledged amount of $1500.00
Active for Peace and Justice: LoErna Simpson

This was a request from the group to get permission to place an “Anti-war” sign on the front lawn of the church. Loerna presented a paper with some examples of other like signs, some history of some signs currently being displayed at other locations, reasons to display the sign/s, along with suggested locations and length of time for display. She also brought the sign which the group wished to display. It was stated that the Steering Committee did not make policy which this may be.  This request will be presented at Church Council in December. It was recommended that Loerna take ideas and comments generated during discussion back to her group, and possibly present it to the next Council meeting.  
Harvest Moon Auction/Dinner Evaluation: Jim Somppi

The event raised ~$4700.00. Special thanks to all the volunteers, it was quite an endeavor, and a lot of hard work went in to making the event happen. Jim mentioned that the general feeling was that this event has pretty much run its course, and suggested that we skip a year or two, before having another event like this one.  Another view presented suggested a new group of volunteers may be asked to work on this event.
Committee Reports:

Finance:  Ken Hilton

Ken handed out a few reports; a report on the cost of the roof repair, a rolling 12 month report of the General Fund, and a consolidated fund activity report for the month ending in October. (See Attached) A comment was made that general fund income for the month of October; ($37,268.00) was the lowest monthly income of any October since the year 2000.
Upcoming Events:

Adventure…11/27/07

Christmas Decorations

Valentines Day Dinner…02/15/07

Next Meeting: Church Council, December 10th @1900  
Closing Prayer:  “Lord make me an Instrument of your Peace” Shirley Peterson
These minutes are provided in an electronic version; if you wish to obtain a hard copy please contact the church office.
