First United Methodist Church of Corvallis

Sustainability/Natural Step Ministry Team

Minutes of February 19, 2006; 3:30 – 5:00 pm

Present: Ann Bateman, Marge Stevens, LoErna Simpson, Linda Lamb, Valerie White

Send minutes also to: church secretary; Maureen Beezhold, Natural Step; Linda Dove, Christian Education, Phyllis Reasoner, Church Finance; absent members: Corinne Butzin, Laura Bonnett, Diane Gordriaan

NEXT MEETING: 
Sunday, March 19 at 3:30 p.m. 

Topics of Discussion and Action:

Earth Day and Natural Step Anniversary Celebration: Worship on Sunday, April 23 will be led by Ann. We brainstormed creative ideas to incorporate. Ann will bring back a rough draft for this worship service to the March meeting. Ideas included kids involvement, seeds, local food, small group discussions of fears and hopes with future in mind, tree dance, bring nature in, labyrinth, get to church another way, opportunities, signature table, litter pick up…

Long Range Planning committee interaction opportunity from Church Council retreat on January 20-21 – Ann provided an outline of ‘Core Value Decision-Making Questions’ based on topics of Language, Facility, Economics, Advertising, Programs, Purchases. This has been done for Reconciling Congregation values, and we would like to do it for Natural Step Sustainability values. This will be homework for March meeting.

Voluntary Simplicity class to start in spring on Tuesday evenings. Either April 18 or 25, depending on Youth Guatamala report date, and go until June 6 or 13. Marge will confirm date with Linda Dove. First class orientation could include Young Mothers Circle as well as general participants. Marge will contact Young Mothers.

UMW has asked for a presentation on the Natural Step at their April 5 meeting. Ideas for topics included small discussion groups to glean ideas from UMW members’ long years of experience and to celebrate their knowledge of sustainable practices (spiral questions, 3x5 cards) on paperless worship, laundry practices, local food, junk mail, reusing goods. Valerie offered to help lead this presentation.

Natural Step presence in the newsletter – we will all bring a list of ideas for the March meeting,  to put together a master list of ‘tips’ from which Kim can choose for the newsletter as space permits

Marge met with church custodian Glenn. He is trying green cleaning products, encouraged by his cleaning supplier. The church has trouble with light bulbs burning out, both CFL and incandescent. Glenn agreed to test a bank of the donated CFLs from our parade participation, in the Monroe Street entryway. Marge will look into disposal of fluorescent tubes and bulbs from an institution, with Corvallis Disposal.

New t-shirt design ideas, incorporating symbols/words of reconciling, sustainability, and peace & justice themes, were discussed. We have Nancy Marshall in our congregation with graphic design skills. We would involve Linda Myers (sales at church store and ordering variety of shirts) and Corinne, also (I spoke with Corinne at dinner, and she has some ideas, too, including the labyrinth). More at the March meeting.

Celebrations, good ideas:

The Parent Enhancement Program that meets at our church has a free used clothing opportunity regularly

In New Zealand, Linda saw a toy ‘library’ check out system

