First United Methodist Church of Corvallis

Sustainability/Natural Step Ministry Team

Minutes of February 18, 2007; 3:30 – 5:00 pm

Present: Marge Stevens, Valerie White, Corinne Butzin, Courtney McHill, LoErna Simpson. Send minutes also to: Kim Burnap, church secretary; Maureen Beezhold, Natural Step; Bill Veley, Webmaster FUMC, Linda Lamb.

NEXT MEETINGS: 

(1) Sunday, March 11, 2007 from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. Martha Room (NOTE: This is a special additional meeting, to plan for our trip to Ashland. Marge will notify the church office of this change.)

(2) Sunday, March 25, 2007 from 3:30 – 5:00 p.m. Martha Room – special invitation to Jim Fellers to attend, to discuss planning worship on Earth Sunday, April 22, 2007 (This will also be Native American Sunday – possibility of using some materials from NWEI Deep Ecology study book)

Topics of Discussion and Action:

Courtney had to leave soon for another meeting, so we discussed some brief items with her:

· Earth Sunday services – Courtney suggested we talk about these plans with Jim Fellers. We  will invite him to our next regular meeting on March 25, and will try to have the service program from 2006 Earth Sunday as a guideline.

· FUMC participation in Corvallis Natural Step – on January 10, Marge, Valerie and Corinne attended a large gathering of the Corvallis Natural Step organization to discuss what we are doing as an organization, and to consider joining with other groups in the area to form a coalition and to send a goal to the city council recommending that Corvallis become an Eco Municipality. We signed on to a formal communication sent to the City Council, using the title “First United Methodist Church of Corvallis, Natural Step Ministry Team”. There is an opportunity for individuals on our team to join with some specific task forces which are being formed, which include the topics of Food, Education, Green Building, Land Use Planning, and others.

· Courtney indicated that for the Church Council meeting on March 12, we should bring information on the activities and upcoming plans of the ministry team

The rest of the meeting was taken up with making plans for the trip to Ashland and Medford areas. We have been asked to present information on becoming and being a Natural Step Congregation on a journey to Sustainability, using the Natural Step as our framework. We will be giving two workshops, one adult education class, and assisting with two worship services, on the weekend of March 16-18. LoErna created an artistic poster about our presentation and sent it to Howie. Corinne helped us brainstorm by writing our ideas on the white board. LoErna brought the poster we had used to make presentations to our congregation.

Below is attached an outline of material we will present at the workshops, and could modify for the adult ed class. We discovered we will need another meeting to finalize our presentation, and set that for March 11 from 6 – 7:30 p.m. Our assignments in the meantime include:

LoErna – (1) will contact Howie in Ashland for further information about whether those attending the  adult ed class will be the same or different people who will attend the workshop; (2) she will get more information about the extent of our participation in worship services – will we simply be giving a message, or will we have input to scripture readings and music also? (3) she will provide the printed strips of scripture and social principle readings 

Marge – (1) will contact Shaktari with NWEI in Ashland and find out her potential involvement with workshops – providing sample workbook materials, and taking sign ups for classes, and having something to say about the local NWEI group (2) contact Ann Bateman and get any materials from Earth Sunday 2006 including sermon and program as reference for the worship services in Ashland

Corinne – will prepare materials for a sample NWEI discussion session at the workshop by picking out readings and circle questions from the Voluntary Simplicity Course

Valerie – will prepare a list of actions and accomplishments the Natural Step Ministry Team has done since we started

Draft Outline of Workshops:

1) Introduction – Marge


A) Who we are, and how we came to be here


B) Participants introductions and Open Ended Question – What does ‘sustainability’ mean to you, or give an example of something you have done recently which is environmentally friendly


C) Outline of our presentation

2) Opening – Strips of paper, printed off by LoErna, led by Valerie

3) Tell our Story - LoErna

A) Peace and Justice group Education via NWEI (more later)

B) Seed was planted to move from ‘learning’ to ‘doing’

C) Core group decides to ask church members to become sustainable congregation using The Natural Step (more later)

D) Presentations to small groups

E) Churchwide vote & adoption, provision for staff support of Ministry Team

F) Formed Ministry Team with regular meetings and began actions

4) The Natural Step – what is it? Do the presentation we gave to small groups – MS & LS

BREAK

5) The Raging Grannies – sing along

6) NWEI – Marge – Intro, background, how classes work (Shaktari), course outlines and sample books available in back 

Sample Class session – Corinne will choose a section for all to read and practice circle question

7) Actions – Valerie collecting this information, examples given by all four of us

Adult Ed class – will depend on whether it will be a new audience, or the workshop people again – LoErna will contact Howie

Sermon, Hymns, Scripture – Marge will contact Ann Bateman for Earth Day 2006 materials

