Meeting Notes, 2/24/2008
FUMC Sustainability Committee

Attending: Corrine Butzin, Marge Stevens, Valerie White, LoErna Simpson

Absent members, and send minutes to: Courtney McHill, Linda Lamb, Jeanie Goul, Kim Burnap (church office), Maureen Beezhold (Natural Step), Bill Veley (FUMC web servant)l Jim Fellers (Natural Step Sunday)
Next meeting: Sunday, March 30; 3:30 p.m., Round Table Room. Prepare for Natural Step Sunday the following week.
The December meeting was spent doing a service project, picking up litter on our stretch of Adopt-A-Highway. The January meeting was cancelled due to inclement weather.

Natural Step Sunday: The date has been set for April 6, to coincide with Native American Sunday. This year circumstances are leading us toward an emphasis on the fourth system condition. The photo exhibit on ‘Love Makes a Family’ will be on display at that time, and we would like to incorporate that into the service. Marge heard a talk at the MLK breakfast by Renee’ Roman Nose, a Native American graduate student at OSU, and she will contact Renee’ to see if she would be interested in speaking at this service. We decided to take a year off from the Elm Dance this year. LoErna suggested using a resource from the National Council of Churches for Earth Day materials, on the Poverty of Global Climate Change, regarding Eco Justice. We would like to announce events that will be coming up related to Earth Month in our community at the service. Marge will contact Jim to discuss his plans for the service that Sunday, and to plan the participation of the Natural Step Ministry Team. People are encouraged to submit ideas for readings and music. We will write an article for the Methodist in preparation for Natural Step Sunday. LoErna has offered the use of the bulletin board in front of the sanctuary for  posting Earth Month related activities in April
ACTION ITEMS: Marge will contact Renee’ Roman Nose and Jim Fellers about Natural Step/Earth Day Sunday. Linda Lamb will be asked to help develop language to link the Love Makes a Family exhibit with the fourth system condition.

Energy Challenge: We had an article in the Methodist on the opportunity for FUMC people to sign up for a home energy review, and to compete for a $1000 prize for the organization signing up the most participants. This morning, several people signed up. LoErna referred a question from Carolyn Raab to Marge about some details of the program. Valerie and Larry White will represent FUMC by having a review done of their home during the kick-off week, the first week of March. In addition, the church buildings will receive a review that week, with the participation of members of Trustees. We have posted information on the bulletin board about this, and also the Town Hall meetings which will be starting on March 31, to promote community participation in creating an action plan to accelerate sustainability in our community.

ACTION ITEM: Valerie will participate in both the home and church energy reviews, and will report back to the committee.

Trustees: Marge attended as liaison in December. The Trustees expressed interest in a follow-up energy review, which has been scheduled for March 4 at 10 a.m. A committee of Trustees, Memorials, and Capital Projects is studying a remodel of the Martha Room. The Natural Step involvement is in encouraging energy saving measures and use of environmentally friendly products. Marge will be away for the March meeting, and asked for a volunteer. Corinne may be able to attend.

ACTION ITEM: Corinne will attend next meeting of Trustees, if possible. Monday, March 3 at 7 p.m. in the Round Table Room. Possible topic of discussion: grounds – use of native, drought resistant plants; converting some grounds area to raised bed gardens?

Classes: Corinne has arranged Children’s Ministries classes on Creation Care themes with Kendra Sue for four upcoming dates: April 22 on God’s Garden, May 11 on Flowers for Mom, June 8 on Recycling project, and July 8 for a Nature Walk. LoErna brought a children’s version of Simply in Season that Corinne will review for possible use with children’s classes. Marge reported on a Sense of Place class being held in conjunction with the Sierra Club at our church facilities. There are three members of FUMC participating, with a total of 17 participants. LoErna and Valerie are interested in more adult classes, possibly to start up after CPBL finishes, on topics which maybe available from the Council of Churches. LoErna mentioned a connection with someone who is interested in public access cable tv and willing to put the Force More Powerful series on, as well as other similarly oriented materials.
ACTION ITEM: Corinne could use help with supplies and volunteers at the children’s classes.

Visibility: Does the new door on 11th Street have the rainbow flag and earth from space stickers? We will check and see, and add them if missing.

ACTION: Marge will check with Maureen to see if a new logo/sticker is available for the Natural Step.

Local Food: Kris Graves is working with Sara Power and Julie Willis on putting on more local meals at the church dinners. Kris also mentioned a sense of urgency to produce more local food and referred to the concept of Victory Gardens. We discussed whether some of the church grounds might be used for community garden space.

ACTION: Kris will report her progress at the next meeting.

Compost: Corinne has prepared a letter to send out to people who expressed an interest in taking compost home from the church meals, with a scheduling scenario. LoErna suggested starting it out with a ‘thanks for offering to participate’. Corinne is ready to send it out. Corinne has received an offer from Dave Straub to deliver loads of compost to her driveway with his dump truck from the Process Recovery Center, to be re-sold to members of the congregation in small lots as they need it. This will continue the pilot project we started last year. Valerie will look into getting some more buckets from the aquatic center. This was a fund raiser for the Natural Step Ministry Team last year. Thanks to Corinne and Dave!
ACTION: Valerie will look into getting buckets from the aquatic center.

Tabled for future meetings: New church T shirts.

