Meeting Notes, 3/30/2008
First United Methodist Church 
Natural Step Ministry Team
Attending: Corrine Butzin, Marge Stevens, Valerie White, LoErna Simpson, Courtney McHill
Absent members, and send minutes to: Linda Lamb, Jeanie Goul, Kim Burnap (church office), Maureen Beezhold (Natural Step), Bill Veley (FUMC web servant

Next meeting: Sunday, April 27; 3:30 p.m., Round Table Room. 
Next Activity: Tuesday, April 22 after dinner: Children’s Ministries classes on Creation Care with Corinne and Kendra Sue on “God’s Garden”.  Corinne will let us know what help she needs. 
LOCAL FOODS: 


Composting: Corinne has taken a delivery of two yards of compost from the Process Recovery Center, picked up by Dave Straub. It is in her driveway, ready to sell and distribute to interested paritioners. She will put an article in the next newsletter. Corinne has prepared a letter to be sent to people who signed up to remove compost from the community center kitchen area and will send it out soon. ACTION ITEM: Marge and Valerie will check into plastic buckets from Osborne aquatic center for hauling compost. Marge will look into the Environmental fee that Dave was charged, and whether a volunteer with an electric dump bed truck might pick up the next load.


Cooking Classes: EMO sponsored cooking classes for low income people will start tomorrow for six weeks in the Community Center kitchen. They will be taught by chef Intaba for the FireWorks restaurant. EMO received a USDA grant to promote these classes. There will be a special dinner following this event on May 16 to promote the program and raise funds. RSVPs due to Liv Gifford by May 13 (Courtney and others have received invitation cards with details.)


Produce and Plant Exchange Table: This idea was brought forward by Kris Graves and Corinne. The idea is to have a table on Sundays in the library lounge and on Tuesdays at supper for people to bring produce or plants to exchange and give away. Donations will be accepted, and will be used to purchase Farmers Market coupons to give away at the food bank and to get local produce for church suppers. Volunteers will be needed to set up the tables and to take down and distribute the leftovers to the community center kitchen or to the food bank. Suggested items: plants, produce, seeds. These tables could also be used to sell Farmers Market coupons. Start date suggested is April 20. ACTION ITEMS: We need a sign for the table that explains the process and donations. We need an article in the newsletter that describes the table. Marge, Kris, and Corinne will work on this project. We need a staff person for Sunday evening services – maybe Jeanie?


Farmers Market Coupons: We contributed $100 to help print up the coupons. There are twelve churches and twelve farmers this year. New churches are LDS and the Mosque; new farms are Cinquo Estrellas and Gourmet Cheese. ACTION: We need people to sign up to sell the coupons on Sunday mornings.


Local Food at church dinners: Kris Graves and Sara Power have been making slow progress on incorporating more local foods in the church suppers. There is a budget limit on purchasing ingredients. Sunbow Farm has offered to supply lettuce. They are located near Philomath. ACTION: Further information is needed on when and how this will be picked up - Kris. 

Summer lunches: This needs better publicity this year. LoErna suggested leafleting of the church neighborhood by political canvassers or youth or scout groups. ACTION: Marge will get more information from Judi French about this.


Gardening Grant offered by EMO: We will not pursue this for our church at this time. The children’s classes may do a pilot garden in a small spot or container.

NATURAL STEP SUNDAY: Next Sunday, April 6, to coincide with Native American Sunday. Emphasis on the Fourth System Condition, “In a sustainable society, people are not subject to conditions that systematically undermine their capacity to meet their needs.” The photo exhibit on ‘Love Makes a Family’ will be on display. Renee’ Roman Nose, a Native American graduate student at OSU, will lead an adult discussion session at 10:00 a.m. The Natural Step Ministry Team will chip in $50, half of Renee’s honorarium of $100. Courtney will use resources from the National Council of Churches for Earth Day materials, on Eco Justice. The choir will perform special music. We will help with Communion Service, and will suggest any ideas for children’s time to Courtney. Marge will work with Courtney and Renee’ to get an article published by Carol Reeves in the GT. Marge will work on a poster for the bulletin board in front of the sanctuary for  posting Natural Step information and Earth Month related activities in April. We may have a petition on the Justice table later in the month, suggested by EMO.
ACTION ITEMS: ALL: Pass along Children’s Time ideas to Courtney, Marge: work on article in GT, posters, Petition for April 20 service
CLASSES: 
NWEI classes: Sense of Place was held Winter Term, in partnership with Sierra club, with 17 participants. Spring term will repeat with Globalization and Its Critics class. 

Adult class topics for future classes: Local Food (new NWEI class), discussion of Michael Pollen book “In Defense of Food”

Childrens Classes are planned by Corinne and Kendra Sue 

OUTREACH: We have been invited to present information to Methodist Churches in Salem and Ashland on how we became a Natural Step Congregation. Marge is working on contacting Sue Owen of Salem. LoErna is in touch with Howard Heiner of Ashland. Their suggested date of April 27 is not good, so we looked at calendars and ACTION: LoErna will ask him if June 14-15 would be acceptable.

CORVALLIS SUSTAINABILITY COALITION ACTIVITIES: 

Corvallis Energy Challenge: Valerie and Larry White’s home was the pilot home energy review for our congregation. Twenty people have signed up for home energy reviews. Sign ups are being taken through April 18. Our church building was inspected for energy savings ideas, the first week of March. We are awaiting the report. The Trustees were included in this review.

Town Hall Meeting: The first meeting to create a community action plan to accelerate sustainability will be held tomorrow, March 31. Marge, Kris, and Valerie plan to attend.

Tabled for future meetings: Request from Corvallis Sustainability Coalition for a donation; New church T shirts.

