First United Methodist Church of Corvallis

Sustainability/Natural Step Ministry Team

Minutes of April 29, 2007; 3:30 – 5:00 pm

Present: Marge Stevens, Valerie White, Corinne Butzin, LoErna Simpson. Send minutes also to: Linda Lamb, Kim Burnap, church secretary; Maureen Beezhold, Natural Step; Bill Veley, Webmaster FUMC, Courtney McHill, clergy; Ken Hilton, finance.

NEXT MEETINGS: Sunday, May 28, 2007 from 3:30 – 5:00 p.m. Martha Room

Topics of Discussion and Action:

Debriefing from Earth Sunday: the information about Chernobyl was missing from the information write-up. What is on the commitment sheets? (Marge and Corinne will investigate), Let’s try for more blue sky contributions next year. Elm dance modification suggestions: shorter, backing up is hard for older people, - maybe try stepping sideways. Define “carbon offsets”.

Ideas for 2008 Earth Sunday: Do it again, reach new people and remind others about earth concerns, find a date on the calendar which does not conflict with a special offering day so we can appeal for more contributions for Blue Sky renewable energy.

Comments on NWEI Global Warming class: It’s great, has brought new people into the discussion; repeat it again for more participation – maybe on Tuesday evenings this summer, maybe next fall on Sunday mornings

Tshirts – LoErna will contact Linda about moving this forward – next steps – decide design and colors, then cost, then take pre-orders

Food programs: Linda has most of the information – we contributed what we knew: 

* Food classes for low income folks on Mondays in April have brought in many interested participants, with children – child care is an important part of the program, one good looking recipe was leek and potato casserole; 

* Summer Sunday Markets and Summer Children’s Food Program – Linda is putting together a schedule of workers; has a list of interested farmers

* Farmers Market Food Coupon Sales – some were sold on Easter Sunday, Betty Lawrence agreed to sell them at the information desk, Marge heard from Kim that she doesn’t have time to sell them in the office during the week, Jeanie Goul offered to sell them at the 6 p.m. service; LoErna suggested selling them at Tuesday suppers; following input on these sales times and places, Marge will write an article for the newsletter

Upcoming events: 

* Monday, April 29 FUMC Albany follow up on Inconvenient Truth – Marge, Valerie, and Corinne will be going; 

* May 6 Saturday Litter Pick up – Corinne will pick up the equipment and we will meet either at church at 9 a.m. or Airport Rd at 9:15

Outreach Ideas:


Summer movie nights – rent a large projector? Lots of topic ideas were discussed, put out fliers and invite the neighbors, fund raiser by selling refreshments, remember it gets dark late in the summer


Compost sales – Corinne will pursue selling compost from the Allied Waste Process Recovery Center to members of the church, and will write up articles for the bulletin and newsletter to promote it, and to educate people about the cycle of yard waste debris to compost


Bill Veley is computing the amount of electricity it takes to charge his electric car, and we will consider that in the pursuit of parking lot plug-ins. Marge will ask Del if he has information on the solar parking lights he saw in Tangent.


The ‘ladies in the basement’ do quilting, and are not interested in making cloth produce bags or wraps. We may take this on as a Natural Step Ministry Team group, using muslin with bright decorative accents with cloth that LoErna has, and have a sewing party.

Newsletter article ideas:


* Information about carbon offsets, websites, contact information, phone numbers


* Farmers Market Coupon Book information


* Green tips

Other information:


Marge will attend the quarterly meeting of the Corvallis Sustainability Coalition on Monday, April 30 at noon. 

