Meeting Notes, 4/27/2008

First United Methodist Church 

Natural Step Ministry Team

Attending: Corrine Butzin, Marge Stevens, Valerie White, LoErna Simpson, Courtney McHill

Absent members, and send minutes to: Linda Lamb, Jeanie Goul, Kim Burnap (church office), Maureen Beezhold (Natural Step), Bill Veley (FUMC web servant

Next meeting: Sunday, May, 25; 3:30 p.m., Round Table Room. 

Next Activity: Fund raising dinner for Farms and Faith program will be May 16 at FUMC

Discussion: 

1) We are mailing out 290 paper newsletters every two weeks, but print about 320 (extras for staff and to have available at the Information Desk).. In order to get bulk mailing pricing, we need at least 200 pieces of mail. If we do another appeal for electronic newsletters, it would be informative to do a cost analysis of various scenarios.

2) Members of cooperating congregations to help sell Farmers Market Coupons on Saturday mornings at the market. Four people signed up – Marge will alert the coordinator and distribute information to the volunteers. Betty Lawrence has been helping sell tickets at the information desk on Sunday mornings.

3) Composting projects: Corinne has prepared a letter to send out to volunteers who are interested in taking coffee grounds and kitchen compost home. Valerie found out about buckets available from Osborne Aquatic Center. Corinne will stop and check into those. She has sold $6 of compost from the large pile in her driveway from the Process Recovery Center.

4) Tuesday night Suppers are scheduled to be suspended for the summer, and volunteer helpers will be needed to be in charge of Sunday night suppers in the summer. This is an opportunity for the people interested in doing local meals. Marge will alert Kris Graves and Sara Power to this opportunity.

5) The bike-in movie may not happen as part of August In Motion this year, because the big projector may have become unavailable for use. It was suggested to have some family fun nights in the back parking lot this summer. Courtney and Kendra Sue did this last year.

6) The school lunch program may not happen at our church this summer, since there will not be any recreational program in the building. Hopefully, programs at Garfield and Lincoln Schools will serve all who need this.

7) The church energy review which was done in March is almost ready for release. The reviewer, Cassandra Robertson, has scheduled a meeting with interested parties to go over the particulars at the Tuesday night supper on May 20. The results will then go to the Trustees meeting on June 2. In addition to a written report, this review will have information on mitigation and improvement activities and recommendations for local contractors and completion plans. Marge is in touch with Lloyd Westcott and Bill Ford of the Trustees about this.

8) LoErna had a home energy review and learned about a program through Northwest Natural Gas called SMART energy, which allows gas customers to offset some of their greenhouse gas emissions by contributing through their gas bill into a fund to generate electricity from biodigesters on dairy farms. 

ACTION: Marge will get more information on SMART energy brochures and dissemination of information within the congregation and for the church buildings.

9) Marge is working with OSU to obtain some surplus LED lights to replace incandescent lights in church exit signs. OSU gets an Energy Trust rebate on these, and is offering them to our church at a very low price. Trustees are receptive to these and Marge is making arrangements to purchase and install them.

10) The Capital Projects committee and the Martha Room renovation committee both gave reports to the Steering Committee this month. Both have identified projects, and there is a question on funding availability which is intended to be taken to an all church meeting. The Capital Projects committee identified Monroe Street Solar Parking Lot Lights and replacement of single pane windows in the Education wing as top priorities.

11) The children’s class on Earth Day evening had no attendees. Corinne will be talking with the Education coordinator and some parents to identify roadblocks and how to have good attendance at the next class, which is scheduled for May 11, a Sunday, Mother’s Day. She has a curriculum planned on compost and dirt, which will involve an edible ‘Dirt Cake’. Two other classes are scheduled, for June on recycling and July on a nature walk.

12) Marge is following up with Renee Roman Nose who taught the adult ed class on Earth Sunday and Native American Sunday. We are looking into assisting tribal students with paying their college application fees.

13) This term’s Northwest Earth Institute Class in being held at FUMC in conjunction with Sierra Club on Globalization. It is a small and lively group. There is a new NWEI class being offered on local food.

14) LoErna has some ideas for classes this summer or fall on Immigration, using some resources from a Rural Organizing Project meeting she attended, and a retired OSU professor.

15) We have accepted an invitation from First UMC in Salem to give a presentation on how we became a Natural Step church and what that means for us. This meeting will be on May 1 at 7 p.m. in Salem. In attendance will be Courtney, LoErna, and maybe Corinne. LoErna and Marge provided Courtney with background information on our Natural Step Committee, and LoErna has our original presentation board of information to share.

16) Football parking fundraising opportunities are becoming scheduled. Members of the committee would like to work at this on September 13. 

ACTION: Marge will check with Robin in the church office on getting on the calendar to park cars on Sept. 13.

17) Bill Probsting is interested in some environmentally friendly landscaping on the north side of the church by the outdoor labyrinth. He will contact Corinne to talk about his ideas.

18) We anticipate our May meeting will be our final meeting until fall. We will hear reports and brainstorm for future planning. We will schedule our next litter patrol date. It is scheduled for Sunday, May 25 in the round table room.

The meeting ended with a blessing as Marge prepares to donate a kidney to a friend tomorrow.

Tabled for future meetings: Request from Corvallis Sustainability Coalition for a donation; New church T shirts.

