First United Methodist Church of Corvallis

Sustainability/Natural Step Ministry Team

Minutes of May 7, 2006; 3:30 – 5:00 pm

Present: Ann Bateman, Marge Stevens, LoErna Simpson, Valerie White; Send minutes also to: Kim Burnap, church secretary; Maureen Beezhold, Natural Step; Linda Dove, Christian Education; Church Finance; absent members: Linda Lamb, Laura Bonnett, Diane Gordriaan

NEXT MEETING: To Be Determined in the summer, for planning for next year, inviting new interested potential members and new clergy (Ann will check on dates that don’t conflict with other clergy events)

Topics of Discussion and Action:

Earth Day and Natural Step Anniversary Celebration: Worship on Sunday, April 23 – there were 240 people in worship, 74 households submitted commitment forms to take action on earth care issues, the elm dance was well received. Ann posted a list of the commitments on the church bulletin board.

One outcome of Earth/Natural Step Sunday was the realization of a need for more bike racks, and signage to where the bike racks are located. We will contact the trustees about looking into obtaining additional bike racks.

We reviewed and approved a list of ‘Core Value Decision-Making Questions’ based on topics of Language, Facility, Economics, Advertising, Programs, Purchases, Volunteers, and Food Service with relation to the Natural Step Sustainability values, which Ann had fine-tuned from the input at our previous meeting. Ann will send it, and a similar list relating to our position as a Reconciling Congregation, to the Lay Leader to be included in the reading material for the June Church Council meeting for commendation as a decision-making framework, as an outcome of  the January Church Council Retreat and Long Range Planning Committee work.

Clean Cars of Oregon campaign commitment opportunity invitation, as a Natural Step Congregation – Marge took this to a Steering Committee Meeting, where it was referred to the Program Ministry Team. Discussions were about sorting out questions of how positions are taken by the congregation. More discussion is ongoing. This particular topic’s window of opportunity has passed. It was suggested for future appeals of this sort to be placed on the APJ signature table as an individual signing opportunity. Also, in future, Marge will do more research on the topic before bringing it forward.

Blue Sky Challenge – the Trustees agreed to sign on to the introductory level of Blue Sky electrical energy commitment for our church building for one year, with the anticipation that enough members would commit to sponsoring one month at $13.65 each, that the church budget would not be affected. There were at least 40 pledges submitted for this project, on the commitment sheets on Natural Step Sunday, so the plan will be continued for at least three years into the future!! Marge will follow up and send information to trustees about the outcome of this project to date.
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Marge met with the Community group “August in Motion”, promoting health, exercise, and alternative transportation during the month of August. Faith communities from the Creation Celebration are interested in interacting with this group – by promoting the calendar of events within their congregations, and by having church sponsored activities in August published in the calendar, like ‘get there another way’ Sunday (for example)

Work still in process: 

Natural Step presence in the newsletter – Valerie White

T-shirt design ideas - Linda Lamb, LoErna Simpson, and Corinne Butzin 

Composting from the Community Building kitchen – Corinne

Labels on paper towel dispensers “Paper = Trees” – Linda

Marge will request more Blue Sky stickers to put on entry doors (letting visitors know what we stand for)

LoErna suggested we invite Annabelle Jamarillo from Benton County and someone from the City of Corvallis (maybe the new sustainability coordinator?) to be speakers about local Sustainability issues on a Sunday morning after service at 11 am in the summer. Who will take this on?

Celebrations, good ideas:

Marge attended the public ceremony where the City of Corvallis was honored as the first “Renewable Energy City” on the west coast, and we received a certificate of recognition as a participating organization. Ann wrote an article and we took a picture to place in the Conference newsletter.

Marge’s presentation on The Natural Step and Earth Friendly tips was well received by the United Methodist Women at their April meeting

Marge and LoErna reported on the program from at Collins Retreat Center in Sandy on April 23 and 24, on Spirituality and Sustainability with Alan Durning and Patricia O’Connell Killen as speakers.

Ann has discussed the Natural Step Ministry Team with the incoming new clergy staff, including Natural Step Sunday in April

Ann and staff are looking into a way to facilitate car pooling for worship and other events

Ann took part in a focus group discussion at OSU with the Natural Resources Institute

