First United Methodist Church of Corvallis

Sustainability/Natural Step Ministry Team

Minutes of May 27, 2007; 3:30 – 5:00 pm

Present: Marge Stevens, Valerie White, Corinne Butzin, Linda Lamb. Send minutes also to: LoErna Simpson, Jeanie Goul, Kim Burnap, church secretary; Maureen Beezhold, Natural Step; Bill Veley, Webmaster FUMC, Courtney McHill, clergy; Ken Hilton, finance.

NEXT MEETINGS: Sunday, June 24, 2007 from 3:30 – 5:00 p.m. Martha Room

Topics of Discussion and Action:

Food programs: Linda reported
* Food classes for low income folks on Mondays in April are finished; there are some good digital photographs available to attach to articles or other promotion
* Summer Sunday Markets – will start next Sunday with Sunbow Farms; Linda will write an article for church publication, and will prepare signs for the parking lot space, and will ask the farmer to speak at Sunday services.

* Summer Children’s Food Program – Linda is putting together a schedule of workers. especially those with food handler cards
* Farmers Market Food Coupon Sales – several have been sold – Betty Lawrence and Valerie White are helping on Sunday mornings and Jeanie Goul at evening services. Marge wrote an article for the newsletter. Jeanie attended a meeting of the EMO with other churches. She suggested having a farmer speak to the congregation about the coupon books. We thought it might be a good idea for our Sunday market farmer to do this.
* Our church was approached by Rebecca Landis as a possible site for the Wednesday Farmers Market. This was discussed by the Program Council with a positive response. Some reservations were mentioned by the NSMT people regarding conflicting church uses of the parking lot for memorial services and other needs. Marge will communicate this to Rebecca.
TShirt project tabled for this month.

Compost projects: Corinne is selling compost from her driveway to church members, any profit to go to Natural Step Ministry Team projects. She wrote articles for the newsletter and bulletin. A few people have expressed interest.  This is an educational opportunity to learn about recycling of local yard waste, and a non-toxic gardening amendment.
· Work continues on the kitchen compost project. Marge will look into picking up some buckets from the aquatic center.

Earth Sunday follow up: Marge will compile the results of the commitment sheets and make that available to the congregation. Maureen wants the Elm Dance CD back – Marge will look into getting it from the church office.

Capital Campaign:  The congregation will be discussing priority projects to be financed by the new capital campaign appeal. We have several suggestions to follow up from the church energy audit, which may be good candidates for this opportunity. We discussed taking this up with Ken Hilton to find out process. (Ken subsequently suggested attending a work meeting on June 5 after church dinner to make these suggestions, and Marge communicated this to members of the Ministry Team.)

Reports: 

1) FUMC Albany follow up on Inconvenient Truth April 29 – Marge, Valerie, and Corinne went, a good resource book was recommended for follow-up activities
2) Litter Pick up on May 5 was successful, with 6 volunteers
3) Marge is attending Corvallis Sustainability Coalition Steering Committee meetings, an outgrowth of the Corvallis Natural Step meeting in January which was attended by Marge, Valerie, and Corinne. A vision statement, mission, and guidelines have been developed. The group has three liaisons from City Council. There are several Task Groups: Education, Green building, Land Use Planning, Food, and Energy. Marge convenes the Energy Task Group. More participants are very welcome.
4) August in Motion would like to show one or two films at our church again this summer. Marge got clear dates from Ken Hilton, and will follow up with the AIM Committee.

Newsletter article ideas:


* Local produce – Linda


* Composting – Corinne


* Earth Sunday Commitments - Marge


* Information about carbon offsets, websites, contact information, phone numbers


* Farmers Market Coupon Book information - again

* Green tips – Valerie
Display case ideas:


Focused educational displays on various aspects of recycling: paper, plastic


Local Food display

Carry forward:


Summer class ideas


TShirt project


Parking lot plug-ins – charging info from Bill Veley


Parking lot solar lights – Del Shirley


Summer movie nights, church sponsored

Produce wraps – a sewing, fund raising project
