Meeting Notes, 5/25/2008
First United Methodist Church 
Natural Step Ministry Team
Attending: Corrine Butzin, Marge Stevens, Valerie White, LoErna Simpson, Courtney McHill
Absent members, and send minutes to: Linda Lamb, Jeanie Goul, Kris Graves, Sara Power, Kim Burnap (church office), Maureen Beezhold (Natural Step), Bill Veley (FUMC web servant)
Future events: Outreach in Ashland June 13-15 (LoErna, Corinne, Marge)


   Litter Patrol this summer TBA



   Regular meetings resume in fall 2008

Homework assignment: LoErna is looking for ideas of slogans or phrases which can be posted on signs or banners outside of our church building, reflecting our care for creation as a Natural Step congregation. Please send your suggestions or ideas to LoErna this week, if possible.

Reports: 
Fund raising dinner for Farms and Faith program happened successfully May 16 at FUMC with many faith groups represented
Corinne and LoErna helped sell Farmers Market Coupons at the Saturday market in May. Marge and Valerie will help in June. Betty Lawrence has been helping sell tickets at the information desk on Sunday mornings. ACTION: Marge will put another article in the church newsletter about the Faith and Farmers coupon books.
Composting projects: Corinne is almost ready to send out the letter to volunteers who are interested in taking coffee grounds and kitchen compost home. She has sold more compost from the large pile in her driveway from the Process Recovery Center.

The exchange table has had some plants available, and some interest. Corinne will put another article in the newsletter to remind people about it.

Some Sunday night suppers in the summer will feature local foods, to be led by Kris Graves and Sara Power. The Outreach committee is taking on the Bishop’s plan ‘Menu for Enough’ in the fall.
Corvallis Energy Challenge reviews are happening for church attendees, and the church building itself. Report to be presented at Trustees meeting June 2. A request came from the Program Ministry council meeting to have a presentation on this at a Tuesday night in the fall.
Corinne is working on the children’s classes on the earth. Two future classes are scheduled, for June on recycling and July on a garden walk. Corinne will send out information to prospective participants and Natural Step committee members.
Program Ministry Council requested the NWEI class for fall term be on Tuesday nights, and be advertised early in the newsletter. Marge will work on this.
LoErna and Corinne visited First UMC in Salem to give a presentation on how we became a Natural Step church and what that means for us. 

Valerie was successful in getting a full page of green tips into the newsletter. She will continue to submit green tips and post information on the Natural Step Bulletin board. Thank you, Valerie!

For consideration in the future:

Church newsletter – paper copies vs. emailed copies

Buckets from Osborne Aquatic center for composting

Fundraiser – football parking in 2009?

Family fun nights outside this summer, bike in movies?

SMART and Blue Sky energy promotions

Input on Martha Room remodel

Native American HS student tuition assistance project (Marge will attend School of Missions on this topic)
Immigration classes – ROP resources

Paid membership in Oregon Natural Step and Corvallis Sustainability Coalition

T Shirt project

