First United Methodist Church of Corvallis

Sustainability/Natural Step Ministry Team

Minutes of August 26, 2007; 3:30 – 5:00 pm

Present: Marge Stevens, Valerie White, Corinne Butzin. Also present for a special topic: Kris Graves, Sara Power, John R, Arne L, and Daniel. Send minutes also to: LoErna Simpson, Linda Lamb, Jeanie Goul, Kim Burnap, church secretary; Maureen Beezhold, Natural Step; Bill Veley, Webmaster FUMC, Courtney McHill, clergy

NEXT MEETING: Sunday, September 30, 2007 from 3:30 – 5:00 p.m. Martha Room

Special agenda item: Locovore project – Kris Graves brought information on eating local food. She referred to books called ‘Animal Vegetable Miracle’ by Barbara Kingsolver and ‘Plenty’ by by Alisa Smith  and J.B. Mackinnon, as well as web sites from San Francisco Locovores and a Portland and Vancouver area plan from EcoTrust. Several ideas were discussed, with some people interested in taking a pledge to only eat local foods in September. A subcommittee of Sara, Kris, and Corinne agreed to meet to plan having a special Sunday supper on October 7 made from only local foods. Communication between interested parties will be able to happen in three ways – on the church blog site, which Courtney will help facilitate, on the Ten Rivers Food Web site, and via an email list of attendees at this meeting. Sara will write up information on this project for the church newsletter. We discussed being able to get some local grains and dry beans from Harry McCormack at Sun Bow farm and from the co-op’s Local 6 program. Corinne mentioned making the distinction between something grown locally vs. distributed locally. We discussed an upcoming local foods focus at the co-op planned for October 19. John R works at the co-op and will see about adding the idea of local ‘buying clubs’ to the agenda for that event. We agreed to trade information with each other further as we try to eat more local foods. Reasons for doing this included personal health, environmental health, food security, economic health of the community, and other reasons.

Other business:

Football parking – we will try for October 27 or October 6. Marge will contact the church office.

Newsletter tips – Valerie will put an opportunity to sign up for Environmental Tips into the newsletter, something being promoted by Al Gore and Bill Bradbury through the Oregon Environmental Council.

Corinne has successfully sold most of the compost, with a profit for the Natural Step Ministry Team of about $50, and she is willing to do the compost sale again.

Marge reported on participating in the EMO Solar Congregations RFP process, and the capital campaign committee. Chances of implementing the energy audit findings to save energy and install solar panels are improving.

The EMO sponsored local cooking club will have a reprise in October, with classes to be held once a week from 10 – noon, with child care provided. Information has been put into the bulletin and a poster hung in the foyer. Volunteer helpers are being accepted.

We talked about offering Adult Education classes on Sunday mornings, since classes being offered by Jim are on Thursday nights, and by Courtney on Tuesday nights. The class by local author Cathleen Hockman-Wert on her cookbook ‘Simply In Season’ seems to fit with the eating local theme, and Marge will look into it. Also, we could offer an NWEI class in the winter, either on ‘Sense of Place’ or ‘Globalization and its Critics’.

We have some postcards from EMO that we can put onto the APJ table for signature and action.

Other topics and suggestions will be taken up at the September meeting.

