First United Methodist Church of Corvallis

Sustainability/Natural Step Ministry Team

Minutes of September 24, 2006; 3:30 – 5:00 pm

Present: Marge Stevens, LoErna Simpson, Valerie White, Corinne Butzin; Send minutes also to: Kim Burnap, church secretary; Maureen Beezhold, Natural Step; absent members: Rev. Courtney McHill, Linda Lamb

NEXT MEETING: Sunday, October 22, 2006 from 3:30 – 5 p.m. Martha Room

Topics of Discussion and Action:

Football Parking opportunity – November 4 would work for our members to do this fundraiser (after the meeting, Marge checked with Rich Kaestner, and the Nov. 4 and all other dates had already been filled – we  will need to plan ahead earlier to take part in this fund raising opportunity next year).

Meeting dates and times – the fourth Sunday from 3:30 – 5 p.m. seems to work for ministry team members. We will need to reschedule the November and December meetings to accommodate holidays – maybe the third Sunday of those months rather than the fourth Sunday?

Review of events that have happened since out last meeting:

Valerie and Marge took part in the Community Sponsored August in Motion event which was held in our church back parking lot/ blank back wall called “Bike In Movie” on August 18. Corinne Butzin volunteered as the staff person to have the Community Center building and bathrooms open, and to provide chairs and tables. The event was successful – it was attended by about 50 people – and it is expected to be repeated again next year.

Marge met with new assistant Pastor Courtney McHill and talked about the Natural Step Ministry Team. Courtney will be dedicating some time to help us with our ministry.

Valerie prepared and turned in to Kim a list of “Green Tips” to be placed in the church newsletter as space is available. Thanks to Valerie.

Corinne reported on church grounds over the summer. Watering only took place on the front lawn. Mowing was divided into sections and assigned to volunteers. Without watering, not much mowing was needed. LoErna noticed some plants in the back parking lot area that needed watering, and did that in August. There is a grounds committee of the Trustees headed by Robert Thornberg with whom we could meet and talk about more environmentally friendly practices on the grounds.

Corinne reported that custodian Glenn is using better cleaning products. There are questions about using compact fluorescent bulbs in a publicly used building like our church facilities – we need to consult with a specialist on this topic to gather more information in order to make further improvements.
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Marge will follow up with Jon Kenneke on Blue Sky signs for members to pick up and take home, as contributors to the church’s Blue Sky block purchases, and new Blue Sky stickers for the entrance doors.

Farmers Market coupons – we have sold several of these coupon books, and still have more to sell. We’ll try to feature these at the next few Sunday morning and evening services and dinner, with Valerie and Corinne offering to help sell them. They are good through the end of December.

Work still in process: 

T-shirt design ideas - Linda Lamb, LoErna Simpson, and Corinne Butzin have outlined ideas for a new church T shirt. We discussed using local business Les and Bobs to have the shirts made. Corinne will talk with Linda Myers about timing for sales, lead time needed for production, costs, and design requirements. Maybe we could incorporate organic fabric and ‘sweatshop free’ features with these shirts.

Composting from the Community Building kitchen – Corinne has a list of names of people who are interested in participating. A need is to have the buckets returned for re-use.

Labels on paper towel dispensers “Paper = Trees” – Linda

Brainstorming ideas for this year

LoErna is planning for our church participation in the Thanksgiving Day parade again this year, with a wagon to collect canned food items. If the weather is not rainy, we could also be carrying the peace dove. Members of the Natural Step Ministry will work on ideas for the parade. Maybe people could walk carrying Blue Sky signs, to represent our church’s participation in that?

LoErna reiterated her earlier suggestion that we invite Annabelle Jamarillo from Benton County and someone from the City of Corvallis (maybe the new sustainability coordinator?) to be speakers about local Sustainability issues. 

Earth day Sunday in April is on the church calendar. We’ll work with Courtney about planning for the worship service and other related events in April.

Fair Trade Coffee highlighting – we discussed an idea of a “Cupping” event featuring fair trade coffees and other products that are sold in the church and community – this would be convenient to feature in conjunction with a day time activity like a craft sale or maybe with football parking? LoErna contacted a local fair trade roaster, who supplies the coop and has information.

Shall we offer another Northwest Earth Institute class at church, maybe in winter or spring? How about Globalization and Its Critics, or A Sense of Place? Marge would lead the class.
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Community outreach – LoErna is arranging to have a showing of the PBS film series “A Force More Powerful” at the Oddfellows Hall on Monday evenings starting in October – maybe two sessions per evening for three meetings – members of the Natural Step Ministry team are willing to help be leaders for this. There are also DVDs available from community member Leah Bolger on Poland and Serbia.

Meeting attendance – Marge is looking for someone to represent the Natural Step Ministry Team at Church Council meetings. She is already attending Program Ministry meetings… LoErna suggested discussing this with Del Shirley, convener of the PM meetings.

Election – there are topics of importance to the members of the Natural Step Ministry Team coming up in the November election. A class will be held on two Sunday mornings in October, with voting guides available from EMO and other sources.

Celebrations, good ideas:

LoErna attended the School of Missions last summer, sessions on globalization and peace. There was interest from people from Fossil and Ashland to have us visit and present information on how to become a Natural Step congregation. The contact in Ashland is Howard Heiner (sp?), an experienced Methodist missionary with much experience in global issues.

Marge announced an event coming up in Eugene on September 30, put on by Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon and the Presbyterian Church on Theology and Environmentalism. (Both Marge and Valerie wound up going to this event – report to come at next month’s meeting.)

After the meeting, Linda called Marge to discuss input from the Natural Step ministry team to the Long Range Planning Team, in the form of a statement which would incorporate the connection of values and beliefs with other ministries and groups in the church. Hal Salwasser and Jim Boyle are working on this topic from the perspective of the Natural World. Marge will work on this, and welcomes suggestions from others.

