Meeting Notes, 9/28/2008
First United Methodist Church 
Natural Step Ministry Team
Attending: Marge Stevens, Valerie White, LoErna Simpson, Courtney McHill, Jeanie Goul, Helen (Jeanie’s friend)
Absent members, and send minutes to: Linda Lamb, Corinne Butzin, Kris Graves, Sara Power, Kim Burnap (church office), Maureen Beezhold (Natural Step), Bill Veley (FUMC web servant)
Next meeting October 26, 2008 in the Round Table room from 3:30 – 5 p.m.

Reports: 
Several of our group helped sell Farmers Market Coupons at the Saturday market this summer, and there are still some available at the information desk on Sunday mornings. 
Composting projects: Corinne turned in money from selling compost, in the amount of $43.
The produce exchange table has had quite a bit of activity. Corinne turned in $28.06 in contributions from it.
One Sunday night supper in the summer featured local foods.
Corvallis Energy Challenge reviews have occurred. Over twenty people from our congregation signed up. People have been asking for a follow-up report. Valerie will call and interview those who signed up, and write up a report. We heard from LoErna, Marge, and Valerie about their home energy review experiences. Marge will write another piece for the newsletter reminding people to sign up for an energy review.
Corinne had a children’s class on gardening this summer at her home, and would like to do pumpkin carving and seed roasting for Halloween, and more children’s classes.
The NWEI class for fall term will be on Tuesday nights, in conjunction with the Sierra Club. The topic will be Deep Ecology, starting September 30.
LoErna, Marge and Corinne visited Ashland UMC in June to give a Saturday workshop on how we became a Natural Step church and what that means for us. We also gave an adult ed class on Sunday and a presentation during worship service. We were hosted by Howard and Peggy Heiner, and stayed at the home of the Pearsons.
LoErna presented information to the First Presbyterian church mission team about our Natural Step ministry.

Valerie attended the Corvallis Sustainability Coalition’s second Town Hall meeting and Quarterly meeting, representing FUMC.

Courtney will be working on Children’s ministries, has been tending a community garden this summer, and will be overseeing the Alternative Christmas event and is taking suggestions for that.

We need to do a litter pick up on our Adopted Highway. Jeanie and Marge will pursue dates and logistics (note: November 1, Saturday morning has been agreed upon. Jeanie will publicize and Marge will get equipment lined up.)

We discussed having a recycling roll cart drill team during the holiday parade the Friday after Thanksgiving, and to use those carts to collect food donations. Marge will pursue this.

Bill Proebsting has been doing landscaping with native plants on the church grounds. Valerie suggested talking with him about planting a tree for Earth Sunday and Arbor Day.

Marge will look for an Earth logo sticker to place on the new glass in the door on 11th Street.

Jeanie and Helen told about youth garden projects they had worked on back east.

For consideration in the future:
Earth Sunday will be held again in April, 2009 – we need more funding for Blue Sky support
Church newsletter – paper copies vs. emailed copies

Buckets from Osborne Aquatic center for composting

Fundraiser – football parking in 2009?

SMART and Blue Sky energy promotions

Input on Martha Room remodel

Native American HS student tuition assistance project (Marge will attended School of Missions on this topic)
Immigration classes – ROP resources

Paid membership in Oregon Natural Step and Corvallis Sustainability Coalition

T Shirt project

Solar Parking Lot Lights

