First United Methodist Church of Corvallis

Sustainability/Natural Step Ministry Team

Minutes of October 22, 2006; 3:30 – 5:00 pm

Present: Marge Stevens, LoErna Simpson, Valerie White, Corinne Butzin; Send minutes also to: Kim Burnap, church secretary; Maureen Beezhold, Natural Step; absent members: Rev. Courtney McHill, Linda Lamb

NEXT MEETING: Sunday, December 3, 2006 from 1 - 3 p.m. Martha Room NOTE DATE AND TIME CHANGE We have combined the November and December meetings, due to holiday conflicts.

Topics of Discussion and Action:

New church Tshirts – Corinne and Marge both spoke with Linda Myers who oversees the church store, and who knows about the previous tshirt order. Linda recommended having the new shirts ready for sale in the spring, and taking preorders to make sure the cost of the shirts is covered, since there have not been many sales after the original order was taken. She said many of the church softball team members wear the shirts, and they have liked royal blue in the past. Linda has worked with Shirt Circuit on 9th St and LoErna has worked with Les and Bobs on Chapel Dr toward Philomath. We discussed the appeal of organic cotton and sweatshop-free manufacturing. We discussed the original design to represent three focuses of our church: Peace and Justice, Reconciling Congregation, and Natural Step Sustainability. LoErna and Linda are both involved in the tshirt project with Corinne. ACTION: Corinne will contact the two tshirt shops and get prices and other information, and will look in to types of screening and materials, organic and sweatshop-free labels, and will bring information back to the next meeting. Marge will find out when the upcoming church council meetings will be held, to present these tshirt ideas to the council.

The Thanksgiving parade has been changed to the Saturday the week after Thanksgiving, due to a conflict with a football game. The parade will be held Saturday, December 2. Our church will have an entry. We will pull wagons that represent our work with the South Corvallis Food Bank – one wagon will have a barrel to fill up with food donations which parade-goers will be encouraged to bring, and Habitat for Humanity, with a little model house which Corinne has offered to provide. We will try to put a ‘blue sky’ sign on the house. Valerie had an idea that some of us in the parade could dress up like compact fluorescent light bulbs, using long white balloons. Corinne said the balloons are available at the Toy Factory, and she has a pump to blow them up.  ACTION: Corinne will get the dimensions of the little house to LoErna, Marge will experiment with the balloons. 

New Ideas 

Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon sent out a flyer with upcoming events and opportunities. Marge pointed out a program called “Lights for Learning” which is a fund raiser for congregational groups selling compact fluorescent light bulbs. Valerie took the information to present to the youth group, which is getting ready to plan for the next mission trip.

Del Shirley suggested having electrical outlets and special parking spaces available in the Community Center parking lot for people who drive electric cars. So far, Bill and Marian Veley and Peter Stevens drive electric vehicles to church. We discussed a strategy for 
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approaching this idea. ACTION: Corinne will contact Darren Benham to discuss logistics and estimated costs. Marge will look into the possibility of combining this with putting up a little solar panel.

Marge announced a Natural Step presentation coming up in Portland called “The Path to Eco-Equity” presented by Van Jones of the Ella Baker Center for Human Rights on Thursday evening, November 2. She will make sure Linda Lamb is made aware of this event, as she has expressed special interest in this topic.

Valerie brought up a couple of items related to EMO – there is a video available for Adult education called “The Great Warming” and there is an event coming up in February that looks interesting. Marge tried to find it on the EMO calendar, but without success – will revisit this at our next meeting.

Regarding Linda Lamb’s suggestion of connecting the Natural Step Ministry Team with the Long Range Planning Team, LoErna suggested using the Social Principles information to help guide the discussion.

Review of events that have happened since out last meeting:

Valerie and Marge took part in the event in Eugene on September 30, put on by Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon and the Presbyterian Church called Celebrating Relationships: God, Nature, and Humanity. The keynote speaker, Greg Hitzhusen, Land Stewardship Specialist of the National Council of Churches, was very interesting, and we heard some good ideas.

Carried over for future meetings:

Earth day Sunday in April is on the church calendar. We’ll work with Courtney about planning for the worship service and other related events in April.

Shall we offer another Northwest Earth Institute class at church, maybe in winter or spring? How about ‘Globalization and Its Critics’, or ‘A Sense of Place’? Marge would lead the class.

Celebrations, good ideas:

LoErna pointed out that some signs had been made up and hung around the church, in preparation for the Transgender Conference being held this weekend, which contain sentiments of creation care and concern, among other thoughts. This is the embodiment of an idea that we had discussed last year in the Natural Step Ministry Team. It’s nice to see it happen.

