Meeting Notes, 10/18/2009
First United Methodist Church 
Natural Step Ministry Team
Attending: Marge Stevens, LoErna Simpson, Valerie White
Absent members, and send minutes to: Courtney McHill, Kris Graves, Jeanie Goul, Linda Lamb, Corinne Butzin, Sara Power, Kim Burnap (church office), Maureen Beezhold (Natural Step), Bill Veley (FUMC web servant)
Next meeting January 24, 2010 in the Round Table room from 3:30 – 5 p.m.
350 Faith Events (referencing 350 parts per million of atmospheric Carbon Dioxide) will take place next weekend on climate change. LoErna will prepare a document for the APJ table for next Sunday on this topic, using materials from FCNL and EMO for reference.
Holiday Parade will be held Friday, November 27. LoErna has received an invitation to participate. APJ would display the peace dove and church banner and collect food dontations. Marge will communicate with the Benton County Soil and Water Conservation District’s Teresa Matteson and Allied Waste’s Julie Jackson about their part in a recycling/composting cart drill team. LoErna is interested in helping decorate the carts. Marge will publicize this in the newsletter and bulletin opportunities.

Football parking for our group will be November 14, time TBA. We will charge $10 per car. Helpers so far are Marge, LoErna, Valerie, maybe Peter and maybe Larry. More helpers would be appreciated.
Litter patrol: We are due to do a pick-up. We need to decide on a date and publicize it and recruit volunteers. We need to have lots of bags and good orientation and do it early, a Saturday starting around 9 a.m. Marge will call Jeanie to see if she would help organize it.

Trash audit: Marge and Valerie participated in a trash audit with Scott Boyajin from the Co-op and Sustainability Coalition, in August. We got some interesting information, and realized we have several questions and more information to gather on our church’s landfill practices. Valerie will work with Marge to compile a list of next steps and will report back next meeting.

Victory garden: We grew some vegetables this year. Some volunteers were recruited to plant and water. A grant was written but we were not selected for award. Children’s classes were offered with low attendance. We needed more help in picking and using the produce, and putting it to bed now the season is over. We will discuss plans for next year at a future meeting.
Educational event: Marge has spoken with Anita Azarenko, the orchardist who spoke to us on Earth Sunday, about presenting an apple tasting and educational event on a Sunday morning between services, to emphasize apple varieties which grow well organically with fewest inputs in the valley. This may occur on November 8 or 15. Marge will publicize this.

Liaison activities: Marge continues to attend Program Ministry, Trustees, and Sustainability Coalition meetings. Valerie posts the monthly Sustainability Coalition calendar on the bulletin board. We anticipate interaction with the SC’s waste reduction group for green tips to put into our newsletter. The local Natural Step group anticipates starting back in action and we look forward to more interaction with that group.
For consideration in the future:
Planting a tree for Arbor Day – talk with Bill Proebsting

SMART and Blue Sky energy promotions – schedule future events
Input on Martha Room remodel (?)
Paid membership in Oregon Natural Step and Corvallis Sustainability Coalition

T Shirt project

Solar Parking Lot Lights

