First United Methodist Church of Corvallis

Sustainability/Natural Step Ministry Team

Minutes of December 3, 2006; 1:00 – 3:00 pm

Present: Marge Stevens, LoErna Simpson, Valerie White, Corinne Butzin, Linda Lamb, Rev. Courtney McHill. Send minutes also to: Kim Burnap, church secretary; Maureen Beezhold, Natural Step; Bill Veley, Webmaster FUMC

NEXT MEETING: Sunday, January 28, 2007 from 3:30 - 5 p.m. Martha Room 

Topics of Discussion and Action:

New church Tshirts – LoErna brought information on a supplier of organic cotton tshirt blanks at a good price, and a method for non-toxic printing. She gave the information to Corinne who will include it in her discussions with local tshirt shops. Marge offered to go with Corinne to find out more information. We anticipate taking a design and full information to the church council at the March 2007 meeting.

Sharing our Sustainability Message - LoErna received communication from Howie Heiner, a retired Methodist Missionary and Activist from Ashland, requesting that we come and speak to Rogue Valley area churches about our Natural Step and sustainability story. We agreed that we would do that, later in February of March, as driving conditions could be better. LoErna will report back next meeting, and we will all look for the materials we used when we made our presentations to the congregation. Marge and LoErna will talk with Maureen Beezhold about further ideas. LoErna suggested submitting an article to the regional Methodist Connector publication about this, after we have done it.

Adult Education – for the congregation: Linda Lamb passed along some prepared curricula and Marge mentioned a new NWEI class on Global Warming. Julie Monk may have a copy of “Keeping the Earth” which would be a good one-time presentation. The conference may have the “Love the Earth and Be Healed” six video series. Marge will make contacts to find out the availability of these, and will consult with Rev. Jim Fellers about scheduling these, as well as the NWEI classes on Global Warming and Sense of Place. For individuals: Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon is offering several Interfaith discussions on relevant topics in the Portland area. We discussed our local interfaith groups, also.

“Green Tips” are appearing in the Church Newsletter. If anyone on the committee has more tips to add, they may be funneled through Valerie to be submitted.

Bike racks – we could use more parking spaces for bikes. Marge and Valerie will get together to do a site review and pricing and will prepare a proposal to take to trustees.

Carried over for future meetings:

Electric outlets in the parking lot for vehicles to re-charge while at church. Corinne and Marge will get more information. LoErna recommended providing room for expansion to meet future needs.

Earth day Sunday in April is on the church calendar. We’ll work with Courtney about planning for the worship service and other related events in April. Lights for Learning fundraiser through EMO may be highlighted with Earth Day events.

Budget – should we get an update on our budget status, have the Natural Step membership dues been paid, how is the accounting for the Blue Sky share going, do we have any budget to put toward a solar panel in the back parking lot to go with the electrical outlets?

Celebrations, good ideas:

The Thanksgiving parade took place last night, Saturday, December 2. We pulled wagons that represented our work with the South Corvallis Food and Habitat for Humanity and carried the big Peace dove. We had a ‘blue sky’ sign on the house. The long white balloons didn’t work out as CFL costumes. Valerie had an idea to create the costume out of white tubes of cloth. We’ll keep working on that idea for future parades.

Benton County Soil and Water Conservation District has utilitarian party ware available for community members to use. Any time you are having an event, rather than using disposable plates, cutlery, and napkins, we are invited to consider using these. Contact Benton County Soil and Water Conservation District for details.

The paper Sustainability Earth stickers that Linda had made were getting worn. Marge put up Blue Sky stickers on the church entry doors.

