First United Methodist Church of Corvallis

Sustainability/Natural Step Ministry Team

Minutes of April 24, 2005

Present: Ann Bateman, Marge Stevens, Corinne Butzin

Not present: Valerie White, Laura Bonnett, LoErna and Jim Simpson, Tom Bateman, Darwin Davenport

Send minutes also to: Pauline Fortmiller, church secretary; Maureen Beezhold, Natural Step

Opening: We talked about the sermon in today’s worship service by Paul Self-Price, regarding the focus of Earth Day this year on protecting the children and the planet. We celebrate some of our accomplishments: Earth Day Sunday with reduced paper usage at services, Earth Friendly tips on the front cover of the latest newsletter, Earth Friendly tips on a take home slip of paper on the information desk, Sustainability tips suggestion box on the information desk, Meet Your Farmer event will be next Tuesday

Old Business: 

1) Newsletter via email: so far 38 new subscribers have signed up, with more today; part way to the goal of 250; campaign is continuing, with articles in newsletter and bulletin written by LoErna

2) Letter to Trustees on use of Pesticides on church grounds; next trustees meeting will be May 2 – Ann and Marge will work on this next week

3) Composting: Corinne is working on this project

4) Tips in Newsletter: Ann will provide a list of potential tips for Kim to include in the newsletter as space provides opportunities.

New Business:

1) Sustainability Statement Usage:


The Reconciling statement is used on the front of the newsletter, on the back of the bulletin, on church stationery, and on the sign out front of the building. Being known as a Reconciling Congregation has attracted people to the church, including someone from England!


It would be good to identify a Sustainability ‘catch phrase’ and symbol, as a short cut way to help identify us. A sample catch phrase might be “Member of the Natural Step Network”; a symbol might be the earth.


Action items to be done:


1) Add our Sustainability/Natural Step statement to the church web site, and make it come up at the top of a Google search – Ann will pursue this with Bill Veeley


2) Marge will check with Maureen Beezhold to see what ‘catch phrase’ would be ok to use, and what we might use as a symbol or logo.


3) Consult with the Church Council about the use of the sustainability statement on the church newsletter and bulletin – maybe alternate the reconciling statement and the sustainability statement? Marge will do this at the next meeting of the church council on June 13.


4) A long term project: Pursue the idea of displaying logos of our cross and flame, reconciling church status, and sustainable church status on the big blank white north-facing wall by the 11th and Jackson parking lot. We brainstormed several ideas: figure out washing, scaffolding or ladders, design/artwork, workers – youth, connecting ministries (Sweet Home FUMC connection to murals in that town?), graffiti wall people, Philomath mural people, Sally Raskauskas (local artist) – Marge will discuss this with Martha Martinez of the Reconciling Ministry team, and the Church Council

2) Display Case – Corinne is available to put something about our ministry in the church display case. There are several times during the year when it is not claimed by other groups. One idea was to promote the use of cloth bags, which Corinne has been creating. It could have a theme of “paper or plastic or … cloth?” with some of the beautiful bags she has been creating, and which could be for sale in the church store. Also we could have information on incentives from various stores for not taking a bag – for example, Albertson’s gives a 5 cent credit, and the Coop has ‘beans for bags’ which benefit local environmental organizations with 5 cents per bean.

3) Education ideas: 

1) In anticipation of the Creation Celebration on October 22, we discussed having a series of classes on the three previous Sunday mornings (Oct 2, 9, 16) which would be instructive on environmental issues, like (A) Corvallis Disposal and Coffin Butte presentation – what happens to the stuff we put in our recycling bins, can we recycle odd CD disks, what about making electricity with methane exhaust from the dump, and whatever else they wish for us to know or we have questions about (B) Power Company presentations – how we can choose to be greener with our power consumption, comparing the options (C) Energy efficient appliances – water heaters, refrigeration, washers, etc; energy credits for these purchases; green building products – the new store by the north coop

It was suggested that Linda Lamb might be talked into taking on these educational program ideas… (that’ll teach you to miss a meeting, Linda!)

2) NWEI Classes – Deep Ecology, A Sense of Place, or Simple Living; starting after the Creation Celebration 

3) Extension Service presentations, videos, classes – check with Viviane Simon-Brown about what might be appropriate, following her Creation Celebration presentation

4) Let Small Groups know that they could have an Eco Party, or take a field trip to tour the new green building store (tours can be scheduled ‘after hours’ with a ten percent discount for groups of ten or more people). Ann will let the small groups know their opportunities.

4) Full day training for The Natural Step on backcasting: there is a training coming up in Corvallis on May 11 from 8:30 – 3:30. We have the registration materials. Ann thinks she and Phyllis Reasoner may have funds available for registration through the professional development budget; Ann has the $75 for one scholarship, which Marge said she would use. We will check with LoErna to see if she would be interested in attending. Corinne may attend part of the day, as she has to be at work at 2 pm. If Maureen has scholarship funds available, Corinne would use that. Any other interested people are encouraged to attend, also. The intention is to go through the process and be trained, after which we would put on a backcasting exercise for the congregation. Action: Marge will check with LoErna, Ann will check with Phyllis, when the information is in, Ann will send in the registration.

5) Newsletter tips ideas: Marge will try out the advice on stopping junk mail, and will prepare information for the newsletter, after testing it.

6) Ann would like to begin the ‘produce exchange’ program again this summer at Sunday morning worship time

7) Energy Efficient Buildings for Congregations - seminar being put on by Oregon Interfaith Power and Light (Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon and Energy Trust of Oregon) on June 2 from 11-4 at our church. A full agenda, with information of energy savings, financing and credits, and other resources. We have three people already signed up, and encourage lots more, especially trustees and building committee members. Cost is $20 per individual or $30 for two to six people per congregation. A lunch will be served, with a budget of $5 per lunch. Ann suggested that our ministry team put on the lunch, and see if we can do some fundraising that way. Corinne and Marge agreed to help do that. Other helpers are welcome, too!

Ann will send in registration forms – she is collecting names of interested parties.

Next meeting: (Corinne and Marge will be out of town of May 22) Our next meeting will be Sunday, May 29 at 4 pm in the Martha Room.

