First United Methodist Church of Corvallis

Sustainability/Natural Step Ministry Team

Minutes of September 18, 2005; 4 – 5:15 pm

Present: Ann Bateman, Marge Stevens, Corinne Butzin, Valerie White

Send minutes also to: Pauline Fortmiller, church secretary; Maureen Beezhold, Natural Step; Linda Dove, Christian Education; absent members: LoErna Simpson,  Linda Lamb, Laura Bonnett, Diane Gordriaan

NEXT MEETING: Sunday, October 16 at 4 pm

Checking in: Ann was concerned about so many recyclable materials like cardboard and metal in the dumpster, from the building construction – she was happy to see that there were cardboard and metal and wood separated out beside the building today

Reports: 

Web site – the Natural Step Ministry Team information is now on the church web site. The webmaster, Bill Veeley, wants to add information on more church groups to the web site, and is using the NSMT web entry as a template example for submitting information. The Natural Step statement is now on church newsletter and bulletins.

Summer classes were held on Making Cloth Bags and Simplifying Christmas, with small attendance. Valerie suggested we offer these classes again. The display case featured a display on using cloth bags.

The Eco Party and picnic at Batemans in August was well attended. Valerie is interested in hosting a party later on. Marge will provide her with invitations and check off lists.

Ministry Fair – we shared a table with the Active for Peace and Justice group. Linda Lamb made an attractive poster for the table. One person signed up to help with Adopt-A-Highway. We discussed a strategy of inviting groups to have a litter pick up activity.

Creation Celebration, 2nd Annual, will be held at our church building again, this year on October 22, a Saturday. In preparation for it, we will have Adult Education classes on October 2, 9, and 16 with specialty speakers of topics of Renewable Energy, Water, and Disposal. Marge has written an article for the newsletter, and will submit blurbs for the weekly bulletins for each week.

Lawn care, pesticides, brown grass – Adopt-A-Weed program has been successful, reported Corinne. Robert Thornberg developed a map with sectors to be adopted. Judy Talbot, the Straubs, the Shirleys, Corinne, and others took on care of the grounds in this way. Dave made a ‘more environmentally friendly’ spray for those who wanted to use it. We will make a note in the winter to start a more sustainable plan for the grounds to start next spring.

Compost is being worked on by Corinne. She is putting a bucket by the trash can at the church suppers, and at the coffee preparation area. Ann has another bucket that we can use, and will bring it in. Corinne will try to get people who have home compost piles to take the church compost home with them on a regular day of the month.

Old Business:

Craft Fair at Fall Festival: Marge has been in touch with Mary Frederick. Corinne brought in several artistically decorated bags to sell, and Marge will volunteer for a shift in the booth. Corinne might be able to help in the booth, too, on Sunday. We will charge $8 and $5 for the bags.

Classes – Sallie McFague and Voluntary Simplicity are on hold until Fall classes are finished. Ann reported that Courtney Ponder expressed an interest in the Young Mothers group for doing a Voluntary Simplicity class. Marge will follow up with her and Jenny Davis.

Backcasting exercise – Linda Dove is interested in scheduling this with representatives from various church programs. It would take a full day on Saturday, with a facilitator from Portland Ann and Linda will look at calendars. Possible date of early December, or late January. Will discuss next month.

Signs in Community Center, Martha Room, Library Lounge – Linda Lamb is working on making signs with the Natural Step statement on them, and on stickers with the earth from space, to be used like the rainbow stickers.

New Business:

Renewable Energy Challenge – Marge found out that Pacific Power has a contest between churches in a community for people signing up for renewable energy on their utility bills, and there is a financial incentive for doing so. There was interest in the group, and Marge will pursue it further. 

Help with Natural Step implementation – Marge feels the need for some help, and looked into getting an Americorps worker, a missionary student, and the idea of using volunteers in the church office. For now, the church office volunteer staff may be the best solution. Marge will identify and outline tasks, and route them through Ann, to be done when volunteers have time.

Football parking as a fundraiser – suggested by the Finance Committee, there is interest in the group. It would take four people. Marge and Ann and spouses may be able to do it, and Corinne, depending on dates and work schedule. Marge will contact Bruce Sorte for open dates. It is possible some of the revenue from this could come into our budget.

Speaking of budgets, Ann offered to take our budget proposal to the committee than handles this for the upcoming year. We earmarked $125 for dues to the Natural Step program, $100 for registrations to trainings, and $75 for educational materials, for a total proposed budget of $200.

Alternative Christmas Fair project – donations to CSAs or Farmers Market coupons – Ann will bring this up with the Outreach Committee

Request from Sister Kathy Carr from St. Mary’s Catholic church to consult about environmentally friendly cleaning products. Ann mentioned the desire to connect with the hospital cleaning staff, and also with other churches. This is something that could be discussed with folks who attended the energy conservation workshop in June. Marge suggested contacting Maureen Beezhold or Bruce Hecht. This may make a good project for office volunteers. 

We have received an Energy Stewardship Covenant form from Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon. Marge will look it over and bring it to the next meeting, or consult the group by email.

Fluorescent light bulbs – Marge found a promotion through Energy Trust of compact fluorescent light bulbs for sale at local stores for 99 cents each up to eight bulbs. What about putting out a collection box for people to donate some of these bulbs to the church to replace incandescents? Ann suggested Marge should check with electrician Darren Benham about fixtures and lumen requirements.

Meeting with Finance Committee – Marge has made arrangements to meet with the Finance Committee on Monday evening, to begin discussion on saving money through energy conservation, and incentives, and reinvestment.

Sustainability: opportunity or stick? Marge related an incident regarding the use of the Natural Step program to justify keeping a room at a certain temperature, when the group leader deemed the comfort level to be more important. Ann will call to get the wording by thermostats at 1st church in Portland, Marge will look up a reference in the Voluntary Simplicity guide book. More to come.

Action Items:

Marge will submit blurbs to announce the Adult Ed classes coming up in October for the weekly Sunday morning bulletins.

Ann will bring in another bucket to use for compost.

Marge will check with Corinne about helping at the craft fair booth, and whether any more bags are ready for sale, later in the week.

Marge will follow up with the Young Mothers Tuesday group about starting a Voluntary Simplicity class.

Ann will get the wording of the notices by the thermostats from First Church Portland.

Marge will get more information on the renewable energy challenge.

Marge will contact Bruce Sorte about Football parking dates.

Marge will outline tasks to be done for the Natural Step Ministry Team, which can be done with volunteer help from the office. First one may be contacting people in other churches about forming an Environmentally friendly cleaning products cooperative purchasing group, and also following up on the EMO Energy Conservation workshop in June.

Ann will bring up Alternative Christmas Fair choice of CSA or Farmers Market coupons for needy folks with the Outreach Committee.

Marge will check with Darren Benham about compact fluorescent light bulb use and collection.

Marge will look up reference in Voluntary Simplicity book regarding philosophy of plenty, not penalty, regarding simple living.

Marge will try to find and submit the room usage form for the Natural Step Ministry Team.

