First United Methodist Church of Corvallis

Sustainability/Natural Step Ministry Team

Minutes of June 26, 2005; 4 – 5:30 pm

Present: Ann Bateman, Marge Stevens, Corinne Butzin

Send minutes also to: Pauline Fortmiller, church secretary; Maureen Beezhold, Natural Step; Linda Dove, Christian Education; absent members: LoErna Simpson, Valerie White, Linda Lamb, Laura Bonnett, Darwin Davenport

Action Items:

· Ann will talk with Kim about getting a mail box for the Natural Step Ministry Team

· Ann will submit articles to the next newsletter about the recycling boxes at the back of the sanctuary and the cloth bag class on July 12.

· Ann will work with the office staff on putting the Sustainability/Natural Step statement on church bulletins and newsletters, and also “Natural Step Member” on the sign out front.

· Marge will check with Linda Lamb and Maureen Beezhold about creating posters to put up around the church publicizing our position as a Natural Step Member, (and  will check with Paul Self-Price about the same for the Reconciling Congregation, also). 

· Marge will research the cost of cloth bags at the Co-op.

· Marge will contact the First Christian Church about having a booth at the Fall Festival to sell our cloth bags.

· Marge will contact Bill Veeley about getting the Natural Step/Sustainability Team information on the church web site

· Marge will draft an article for the church newsletter to celebrate our successes in Sustainability, and will send the draft around to team members for input

· Marge will continue to pursue the question of the sustainability of putting a cell phone tower on our church building as a fund raiser

· Marge will try to find time to test junk mail relief techniques and will report back

· Marge will write an article for the newsletter about the home energy use survey with Energy Trust

 Minutes of May meeting approved.

Reports:

The Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon training on June 2 at our church on Energy Conservation for Congregations was a great success. There were several different congregations in attendance. FUMC had 11 people present. We earned $111 from putting on the lunch. Ann will work on getting a list of attendees from Jenny Holmes, so we can contact people about a Peer Learning Group among churches. As a result of the training, our church Building Committee expanded the presentation on the proposed improvements to include working with the Energy Trust of Oregon in the per-contract planning process. Rich Mueller is working on getting the paperwork taken care of with the contractors.

LoErna made the recycle boxes for the back of the sanctuary and they are in place. Ann will write an article about them for the next church newsletter, and also will encourage people to share programs, so we can work towards printing up fewer programs each week.

Marge represented our ministry team at the Church Council meeting on June 21. A motion was passed in approval of trying out ways of including our Sustainability statement on church bulletins and newsletter. Ann will work with the office staff on alternating the Natural Step/Sustainability statement with the Reconciling Congregation statement. Putting it on stationery or brochures will have to wait until new ones are printed up. Marge will also check with Maureen Beezhold about using the Natural Step logo or ‘branding’ recognition in some way to provide publicity. We will also work on making posters to put up in various locations in the church building and community center. (See action item above.) We now have some funds to laminate posters, with the seed money we earned from putting on the lunch.

Old Business:

Compost Buckets – Corinne has some buckets with lids, and is still working on logistics, intending to use them for kitchen scraps at the community center to start with

Display Case – Corinne and Marge will work on putting up the display on Tuesday evening. Laura Bonnett made an informative poster that compares bag return policies at various stores in Corvallis.

Class on making and decorating cloth bags will be Tuesday, July 12 at 6:30. A materials fee of $5.00 per participant will be charged. Corinne will bring her sewing machine and will ask if we can use the one at church. Corinne and Marge will bring cloth and paint, and Linda Myers will order plain canvas bags to decorate.

Classes: Ann will contact Emery Castle and Paul Self-Price about team teaching a class on Sallie McFague’s book “Life Abundant”.

Lawn care and pesticides. We need more information. Ann is in communication with John Mergl and Robert Thornberg, who do lawn mowing on the grounds. She will discuss watering and the possibility of letting the lawn dry out and putting up signs explaining why that would have been done. Ann will ask Phyllis for information on any pesticide application contracts that are in effect at the church. After we gather that information, we will ask for advice on alternatives from NCAP (Northwest Coalition for Alternatives to Pesticides.) There is a class being offered in July, advertised by the Benton Soil and Water Conservation District, on environmentally friendly lawn care. Marge will pass that information along to John and Robert.

New Business:

Back casting exercise – Ann suggested setting aside some time and more people to work on this. She will talk with Linda Dove, Staff Program Director, about bringing together various program people in the church at a meeting which would be hosted by the Natural Step/Sustainability Team, with a facilitator from the Natural Step to help guide us through a back casting process. (This idea might become a model for other ministry teams, also, and serve as a ‘cross pollination’ process for the program groups, an opportunity which is missing in the current structure.)

Successes to Celebrate: Marge will draft an article for the newsletter. Highlights include: Eleven participants from our church at the EMO training, recycling printer cartridges and cell phones, paper recycling – ongoing, china dishes for meals and coffee, newsletters by email, building committee exploring energy trust participation, our Adopt A Highway group.

Marge spoke about her experience filling out an on-line energy use survey through Energy Trust. It requires putting in information on utility account numbers and usage and provides a comparison of how one’s energy use compares with the neighbors, and gives ways to help conserve energy in the home. For taking the test, four free compact fluorescent bulbs are sent out as a thank you gift. Marge will write up an article about this for the newsletter.

Next meeting date: Ann will be out of town July 18 – August 12. Marge will poll the other members of the committee about when they want to meet next.

Ann recommended extending the invitation for the picnic at her home on August 20 to include the members of the Natural Step/Sustainability Team, as well as the Active for Peace and Justice group.

We closed by expressing happiness with what we are working on.

