Summary of 2008 activities:  

ACTIVE FOR PEACE & JUSTICE at First United Methodist Church, Corvallis.
 

Active for Peace & Justice group at Corvallis First United Methodist continues to put "our faith into action in our church, our community and world to help bring about justice and peace as shown by Jesus Christ, by loving, sharing, learning and witnessing."  In 2008 APJ has worked in many ways, including the following highlights.
 

1. Several petitions urging action of social justice and peace issues have been on our Justice Table on Sunday mornings this year for FUMC members to sign.
 

2. In January APJ members formed the Corvallis Amnesty International Writers, a community group of residents that now meets monthly to send letters on behalf of prisoners of conscience around the world.  
 

3. In February 2008 the state of Oregon finally legalized domestic partnerships, and the Reconciling Ministries & APJ groups provided gifts of free carnations at the Benton County Courthouse to those celebrating their domestic partnership commitments.  
 

4. From mid-January to mid-February APJ displayed our Cost of War in Money & Lives signs on our church's front lawn, to raise our community's awareness of the cost of the Iraq war/occupation in lives and dollars.  During 2 Sunday morning forums we also provided opportunity for dialogue on this topic among our church members. 

 

5. In May 2008 we celebrated APJ's 5th year anniversary by writing over 130 letters of support for ending hunger through Bread for the World's campaign. 

 

6. In June 2008 APJ organized 5 Corvallis faith groups in displaying banners that stated: 'Honor God: Stop Torture Now,' joining the National Religious Campaign Against Torture effort and asking our government to stop using torture.
 

7. During summer & fall of 2008 APJ members served on the community WITO/Welcoming Iraqis To Oregon committee, and our church members generously contributed kitchen supplies, children's books and clothes to our first Iraqi refugee family of four who arrived in late July.
 

8. In September 2008 APJ organized the 3rd Annual Corvallis Community Celebration of International Peace Day--Pinwheels for Peace on the south Courthouse lawn, with nearly 100 children, teens and adults participating.  Over 300 Pinwheels for Peace were displayed around the courthouse square.
 

9. On two Sunday mornings in October APJ sponsored Adult Ed Forums on the 2008 Oregon Ballot Measures presented by a LWV leader.
 
10. On the day after Thanksgiving (Nov 28, 2008)  APJ and other FUMC members walked in the Corvallis Christmas Parade with our church banner, our APJ large white peace dove, and collected food for South Corvallis Food Bank with a ‘4-member drill team’ using city Recycle Carts for collecting food.   
 

11. During church on December 14, APJ awarded FUMC member Marge Stevens the 2008 Outstanding FUMC Member Working for Human Rights in the past year-- in observance of International Human Rights Day on Dec. 10.  We honored her Care of God's Creation at FUMC, leading our FUMC Natural Step Ministry Team, and donating a kidney to restore health to a local woman this past summer.

 

12. During Advent, APJ sponsored one of the Alternative Christmas Gifts, which raised over $250 for the Palestinian NGO based in Bethlehem, WI-AM Conflict Resolution Center for Children and Families, a UMC Advance special offering.
 

